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Grade 7, Unit 2 Pre-assessment 

 

 

Read this excerpt from Dog Training Basics by Miriam Field-Babineau 
 

     Dogs go through many physical and social stages. The best training time is 

from two to four months of age, because their minds are like sponges soaking 

up all the experiences, making them both impressionable and responsive. 

Everything they learn at this age will remain with them throughout their lives. 

     Several things are happening during this formative time. First, they are 

acclimating to their new family pack. Second, their baby teeth are being 

replaced by their permanent teeth. This is a very “oral” time, just as it would be 

for a two-year-old human. Everything goes in the mouth to discover whether it 

might be edible or fun to play with. 

     The first year of a pup’s social development can be likened to that of a 

human from age one to 21. A young puppy (two to four months) is socially 

similar to a child aged four to seven years. While the attention span may be 

short, the amount of information learned is at its highest point. The more fun a 

youngster has while learning, the less resistant he will be to new input as he 

gets older. Parents also tend to be more tolerant of mistakes, allowing 

disruption and incorrect responses to some extent, in order to encourage the 

correct response. 

     This is the best time to begin training. Although the pup’s attention span 

and tolerance of work will be short, you will make more progress. Keeping the 

training session short and fun will yield the best responses. 

     In dog packs, domestic or wild, older dogs tolerate a variety of indiscretions 

on the part of the younger pack members. They understand the puppies have no 

knowledge of the social order. Through socialization with other pack members, 

puppies learn which dogs are dominant or submissive. A pup will begin as a 

subordinate but is driven, through instinct, to work his way up the hierarchical 

ladder, testing other pack members. As he reaches adolescence, the other 

canines will begin putting him in his place with quick, decisive reprimands. As 

the dog gets older, the reprimands will become increasingly firmer. 

     Just as the puppy learns social behaviors from his dog pack, he must also 

learn the proper behavior in his new family pack. He will look to you for 

guidance, seeing you as leader. If you are consistent, reinforcing all proper 

behaviors and correcting the bad ones, your puppy will be happy to comply. He 

won’t know any other way. 

     A puppy from five to six months of age is similar to a preadolescent child. 

He begins to experience hormonal changes, as well as having enormous 

teething pain with his back teeth coming in. This is when the worst chewing 

begins. There is also a marked increase in activity, although the attention span 

remains short. 

     When your puppy reaches six to seven months of age, he has entered his 

most difficult developmental period. The hormones are in full swing, making 
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the dog do things that he knows are incorrect. Most of the dog’s dominance 

testing occurs at this time, occasionally making the animal difficult to live with. 

His energy level is very high, causing lots of mischievous behavior-much the 

same as you might expect from a human teenager. 

     At eight to ten months, your dog will still be testing your authority. 

However, if you have maintained your dominant position and consistency up to 

this point, you will see a slow decrease in the difficult behavior. Remain 

watchful, however, for devious behavior that occurs behind your back. 

     By the time your pet reaches ten months the teething is over, he understands 

his environment, and will behave properly most of the time. You can expect to 

experience a few bad days now and then. 

     Throughout this developmental period there are several ages in particular 

that you should be aware of. The ages four months and nine months present 

certain behaviors that can ultimately lead to difficulties later on. These are fear 

imprint periods. During this time, any bad experiences are imprinted on the 

canine’s brain, causing a phobic reaction throughout its life. It is, therefore, 

particularly important to make sure all experiences are positive and enjoyable, 

especially the training. 
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Multiple Choice 
 

1. Puppies are easily trained when they are from two to four months because 
a. They have long attention spans 
b. They are responsive and impressionable. 
c. They don’t know their place in a pack. 
d. They are more interested in having fun. 

 
 
 
Re-read the excerpt below and then answer the two questions that follow. 
 

The first year of a pup’s social development can be likened to that of a 

human from age one to 21. A young puppy (two to four months) is socially 

similar to a child aged four to seven years. While the attention span may be 

short, the amount of information learned is at its highest point. The more fun a 

youngster has while learning, the less resistant he will be to new input as he 

gets older. Parents also tend to be more tolerant of mistakes, allowing 

disruption and incorrect responses to some extent, in order to encourage the 

correct response. 

 
 

2. Based on the excerpt above, which of the following can you infer? 
a. Puppies always have fun learning 
b. Children are capable of behaving perfectly 
c. Children must be trained like puppies 
d. Puppies’ mistakes should be tolerated 

 
 

3. Underline the sentence that supports the choice you made in question #2. 
 
 
 
Essential Questions 
 

4. How does a reader determine the central ideas in a text? 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 



5. How can a writer create an effective informative/explanatory text? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

6. Constructed Response 

 

You are part of a team writing a report about dogs. Your job is to write one  

section explaining how puppies learn proper social behaviors in a dog pack and in a 

family during their first year of life. Using the information presented in the passage, 

summarize how puppies learn appropriate behavior during this time.  

. 

Your response should: 

 summarize key ideas and details without including information that is not  

essential 

 include appropriate supporting details from the text 

 present a coherent, organized explanation 

 conclude in a logical way 

 use correct spelling, grammar, and punctuation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Scoring Guide: 

 

1. B 

2. D 

3. Parents also tend to be more tolerant of mistakes, allowing 
disruption and incorrect responses to some extent, in order to encourage 
the correct response. 
 

Questions 4 and 5 are the standards-based Essential Questions for the unit. 
Review responses to determine what students already know and understand. 
 
 

6. Constructed Response – Use the rubric below. 

 
 
Construct 
Measured 

Score Point 
4 

Score Point 3 Score Point 2 Score Point 1 Score Point 0 

Reading: 
comprehension 
of key ideas 
and details 
 

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites convincing 
textual evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
full 
comprehension of 
complex ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Response 
includes a 
complete summary 
of the passage, 
demonstrates an 
understanding of 
the various stages 
of development in 
a puppy’s first 
year, and includes 
strong details from 
the passage to 
support analysis.  

The response 
provides an 
accurate analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly and 
inferentially and 
cites textual 
evidence to 
support the 
analysis, showing 
extensive 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Response 
accurately 
summarizes the 
passage and 
indicates that 
there are various 
stages of 
development in a 
puppy’s first year, 
but does not 
include sufficient 
supporting 
details from the 
passage. 

The response 
provides a 
mostly accurate 
analysis of what 
the text says 
explicitly or 
inferentially, 
and cited 
textual evidence 
shows a basic 
comprehension 
of ideas 
expressed in the 
text(s). 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Response 
EITHER includes 
a mostly 
accurate 
summary of the 
passage, OR 
contains limited 
explanation of 
the stages of a 
puppy’s 
development, 
OR lacks 
supporting 
details from the 
passage. 
 

The response 
provides a minimally 
accurate or 
inaccurate analysis of 
what the text says, 
and cited textual 
evidence shows 
limited or inaccurate 
comprehension of 
ideas expressed in 
the text(s). 
 
 
 
 
 
Specific scoring 
notes: Response 
includes a minimal or 
inaccurate summary 
of the passage OR 
shows a lack of 
understanding 
regarding the 
significance of the 
stages of a puppy’s 
development. 
 

No response; or the 
response is 
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

  not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 
 
 



Writing: 
development 
of ideas 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides 
effective and 
comprehensive 
development 
of the claim, 
topic and/or 
narrative 
elements by 
using clear and 
convincing 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based 
evidence, 
and/or 
description; 
the 
development is 
consistently 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and provides 
effective 
development of the 
claim, topic and/or 
narrative elements 
by using clear 
reasoning, details, 
text-based evidence, 
and/or description; 
the development is 
largely appropriate 
to the task, purpose, 
and audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and 
provides some 
development of 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements by 
using some 
reasoning, 
details, text-
based evidence, 
and/or 
description; the 
development is 
somewhat 
appropriate to 
the task, 
purpose, and 
audience. 

The response 
addresses the 
prompt and develops 
the claim, topic 
and/or narrative 
elements minimally 
by using limited 
reasoning, details, 
text-based evidence 
and/or description; 
the development is 
limited in its 
appropriateness to 
the task, purpose, 
and/or audience. 

No response; or the  
response is  
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

Writing: 
organization 

The response 
demonstrates 
purposeful 
coherence, 
clarity, and 
cohesion and 
includes a 
strong 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
a logical, well-
executed 
progression of 
ideas, making 
it easy to 
follow the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates a great 
deal of coherence, 
clarity, and cohesion, 
and includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and a 
logical progression of 
ideas, making it fairly 
easy to follow the 
writer’s progression 
of ideas. 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
some 
coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, and 
includes an 
introduction, 
conclusion, and 
logically 
grouped ideas, 
making the 
writer’s 
progression of 
ideas usually 
discernible but 
not obvious. 

The response 
demonstrates limited 
or no coherence, 
clarity, and/or 
cohesion, making the 
writer’s progression 
of ideas somewhat or 
entirely unclear. 
 

No response; or the 
response is 
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 not written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

Writing: clarity 
of language 
 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, 
while 
attending to 
the norms and 
conventions of 
the discipline.  
The response 
uses precise 
language 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains an 
effective style, while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline.  The 
response uses mostly 
precise language, 
including descriptive 
words and phrases, 

The response 
establishes and 
maintains a 
mostly effective 
style, while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of 
the discipline.  
The response 
uses some 
precise 

The response has a 
style that has limited 
or impaired 
effectiveness, with 
limited or highly 
deficient awareness 
of the norms of the 
discipline.  The 
response includes 
limited if any 
descriptions, sensory 
details, linking or 

No response; or the 
response is 
 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

  not written in 
English; 

  too limited to 
evaluate. 

 



consistently, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, 
sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional 
words, words 
to indicate 
tone, and/or 
domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

sensory details, 
linking and 
transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, and/or domain-
specific vocabulary. 

language, 
including 
descriptive 
words and 
phrases, sensory 
details, linking 
and transitional 
words, words to 
indicate tone 
and/or domain-
specific 
vocabulary. 

transitional words, 
words to indicate 
tone, or domain-
specific vocabulary. 

Writing: 
knowledge of 
language and 
conventions 
 
 

The response 
demonstrates 
command of 
the 
conventions of 
standard 
English 
consistent with 
effectively 
edited writing. 
Though there 
may be a few 
minor errors in 
grammar and 
usage, 
meaning is 
clear 
throughout the 
response. 

The response 
demonstrates a 
generally consistent 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard English. 
There are a few 
patterns of errors in 
grammar and usage 
that may 
infrequently impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates 
limited 
command of the 
conventions of 
standard 
English. There 
are multiple 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage 
demonstrating 
minimal control 
over language. 
There are 
multiple 
distracting 
errors in 
grammar and 
usage that 
sometimes 
impede 
understanding. 

The response 
demonstrates little 
or no command of 
the conventions of 
standard English. 
There are frequent 
and varied errors in 
grammar and usage, 
demonstrating little 
or no control over 
language. There are 
frequent distracting 
errors in grammar 
and usage that often 
impede 
understanding. 

No response; or the 
response is 

 unintelligible or 
undecipherable; 

 response is not 
written in 
English; 

 too limited to 
evaluate. 

 

 


